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Xoxymst (Desmana moschata) B 6aceiini CiBepcpkoro J{iHns
Ipani Tepionoriunoi mkomu, Bumyck 4 (2002)
Proceedings of the Theriological School. Volume 4 (2002)

IHEPEIMOBA

Xoxyns pycbka — pemikT ¢ayHu Ykpainu. Kommcs 1oBoxi YncieHHAH, neh
BHJ] IPOTATOM KIJIBKOX OCTaHHIX IECATHJIITH CTaB OJHUM i3 HaHPiOKICHIIINX CCaB-
uiB. et Bun BrimroueHo no Yepsonoi kaurn Ykpaiau i Jomatky 11 mo beprcpkoi
kxouBeHmii. Pekomenmamis Ne 48 TlocriitHoro xomitety bepHChkoi KOHBeHmii 3a-
0X04Yye€ Jep)KaBU apeay BXKUTH HAIEKHHUX 3aXOIB 00 OXOPOHH 1 JOCHIIKEHHS
LBOTO BHUIY TBApHUH.

Hes3Baxatoun Ha HagaHHS OXOPOHHOTO CTaTyCy, Ha IEpECceliCHHs BHIY B
HOBI MICIIsI, CTBOPEHHSI 3allOBIIHUX IIISTHOK 1 3a00pOHY OKpeMHuX (HOpM MPUPOI0-
KOPHUCTYBaHHS, IOTOYHUII CTaH MOIYJISIIIA X0XyJi B 0araTb0X perioHax IMpoJoB-
xye mnoriprryBatucs. CbOro/iHi CKJIaHO Ha3BaTH 0ojail 0JjHy OJNaromoyiy4Hy Io-
nyJsnio Xoxyni. Oco0IMBO SCKPaBO HEraTHBHI MPOLIECH MPOSIBISIOTHCS Y TEpH-
(epiiiHIX NOMyJIALIsNX, 30KpeMa, Ha TepuTopil YKpaiHu.

B YkpaiHi 0CHOBHUM OCepeIKOM TOIIMPEHHS BUAY € 3aIljIaBHI 03epa cepe-
nupoi Tedii CiBepchkoro JliHIA Ta IesiKi CyMDKHI JUISSHKH JTOHEIBKOTO OaceiHy.
Came TyT Ha oyaTky XX cT. OyJIM CTBOpEHI XOXyJieBe rocrnoaapcTso i Jlyrancs-
KW IPUPOAHUIL 3armoBiqHuK. [IpoTe 3a ocTaHHI IecATHIIITTS HOBa iH(opMaris mpo
XOXyJTto B Oaceiini J{iHus maiike He 3°sBIIsUIacs.

Y 1998 poxy aBTOpamMy IHOTO 3BEACHHS PO3M0YaTo 30ip JaHUX PO MPHUPO-
IHY icTopito XoxXym Ha J[iHI, 0 BKIIOYAE aHaJi3 JiTepaTypH, OIMUTYBAHHS MeII-
KaHIIIB 1 OIIHKY SIKOCTi KOJHIIHIX X0XyJeBux yrigs. ¥ 2001 poui 300moru IacTu-
TyTy 300m0rii HAHY Tta JlyraHChKOro mpHpOTHOTO 3aMOBiIHUKA 3AIHCHMIN eKc-
meAnLio B 3amiaBy JiHI. i royoBHOI METOM CTANO OOCTEKEHHS 3allIaBHHX
03€ep, OIMUTYBAaHHS PE3UICHTIB PO KOJIMIIHI 3HAX1IKA BUIY Ta OLIHKA MEPCIEKTHB
BiTHOBJICHHS MOIYJIAIiH BUAY y Oaceitni JiHms.

J103BONIbTE BHCIIOBHTH MOSKY BUKOHABISIM IPOEKTY 1 aBTOpaM LBOTO 3Be-
JICHHS 3a JeTalibHEe JTOCIIPKEHHS TIPUPOJIHOT icTopii Xoxynmi Ha JliHIi Ta y3araib-
HEHHS YHIKaJIbHOT iH(opMarii mpo TeMnu peayKiil MOmyJIsIii X0XyJli Ta MacITa-
Ou 3MIHM YMOB IXHBOTO iCHYBaHHs Ha J{iHIIi.

Bonooumup Jomawnineys, nauanoHux 8i00iny meapunHozo ceimy Ynpaseuinnsa
biopecypcie Minicmepcmea exonozii ma npupoonux pecypcie Ykpainu



Russian Desman (Desmana moschata) in the Siversky Donets Basin
Proceedings of the Theriological School. Volume 4 (2002)
Ipaui Tepionoriuxoi mkomu, Bumyck 4 (2002)

FOREWORD

Russian Desman is a relic of Ukrainian fauna. Abundant in the past, this
species has become one of the most rare mammals during few last decades. This
species was included into the Red Data Book of Ukraine as well as Appendix II of
the Bern Convention. Recommendation No. 48 of the Standing Committee of the
Bern Convention encourages the Range Sates to undertake proper measures for
protection and study of the species.

In spite of assigning the conservation status, introductions of this species in
new areas, reservation of some nature territories, and prohibition of some forms of
nature exploitation, the populations of Desmana have been continuously declined
in many regions. Today, it is difficulty to identify at least one safe Desman popula-
tion. Peripheral populations show especially negative processes and in the territory
of Ukraine in particular.

In Ukraine, the main habitat of the species is floodplain lakes the middle
flow of the Siversky Donets River and some adjacent areas of the river basin. Just
here, in the beginning of the 20™ century, there were established the Desmanian
farm and the Lugansk Nature Reserve. However, no new information about Des-
man in the Donets has appeared_during last decades.

In 1998, the authors of that book has started the collection of the data on the
natural history of Desman in the Donets basin, including analysis of literature,
questioning of residents, and estimation of quality of recent Desman habitats. In
the year 2001, the scientists of Institute of Zoology and Lugansk Natural Reserve
had organised the expedition in the Donets floodplain. Its main goal was study of
floodplain lakes, questioning of residents about recent records of the species and
analysis of prospects on rehabilitation of Desman in the Donets Basin.

Let us thank the participants of the project and authors of this issue for de-
tailed study of natural history of Desmana in the Donets Basin and collection of
unique information on declining rate of Desmana population as well as changes of
Desman habitats in the Donets Basin.

Volodymyr Domashlinets, Head of Fauna Division, Department of bioresources,
Ministry of the Environment and Natural Resources of Ukraine
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