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INEPEJIMOBA

Xoxyns pycbka — pemikT ¢ayHu Ykpainu. Konrces 1oBomi YucieHHAH, el
BUJI POTATOM KUJTBKOX OCTaHHIX JECSTUIITh CTAaB OJHUM 13 HAHPIAKICHIIIUX CCaB-
uiB. Le#t Bug Brimoueno no YepBoHoi kuuru Ykpainu 1 logatky 11 mo bepHchkoi
koHBeHii. Pexomenmanis Ne 48 TlocriliHoro komitety BepHChKOi KOHBEHINIT 3a0-
X0Yy€e JePKAaBU apeay BXXKUTH HAICKHHX 3aXOJ(iB IOJ0 OXOPOHHU i JOCIHIHKECHHS
I[LOTO BUY TBAPHH.

HesBaxkatoun Ha HaJaHHS OXOPOHHOTO CTaTyCy, Ha IIEPECEICHHS BUAY B
HOBI MiCIIsI, CTBOPEHHS 3aIIOBiTHIX IUIAHOK i 3a00pOHY OKpeMuX (GopM IPUPOI0-
KOPHCTYBaHHS, MOTOYHUIA CTaH MOMYJLIH X0Xyni B 0araTbox perioHax MmpoIoB-
xkye noripirysaTtucs. CboroZHi CKIaJHO Ha3BaTH 0oJall 0fHY OJNAromoixy4Hy mo-
nyJsiio Xoxyni. OcoOIMBO SICKpaBO HEraTHBHI MPOLECH NPOSIBISIOTECS Y TEpH-
(hepifHUX TOMYIAIIAX, 30KpeMa, Ha TepuTopii YKpaiHu.

B VYkpaini ocHOBHMM ocepeaKoM TOUTUPEHHS BUAY € 3aIUIaBHI 03epa cepe-
nuboi Teuii CiBepebkoro J{iHIs Ta Jesiki CyMiXHI JUISSHKH JJOHELBKOTO OaceiiHy.
Came Tyt Ha nouaTky XX cT. OyJin CTBOpEHI X0XyJieBe rocroapcto i Jlyranch-
KUl IpUpoiHuii 3anoBigHUK. [IpoTe 3a ocTaHHI qecATHIITTS HOBa iH(opMallis po
XOXyJto B Oaceitni JliHus maiike He 3°Bisiiacs.

YV 1998 poky aBTOpamMu EOTO 3BEACHHS pO3MOYaTo 30ip JAHUX MPO MPUPO-
JIHY icTOpito XoXyii Ha J[iHIll, 10 BKJIIOYAE aHAJI3 JITepaTypu, OMUTYBAHHS MEII-
KaHIIIB 1 OLIHKY SIKOCTI KOJMIIHIX X0Xy/eBuX yrifb. ¥ 2001 poui 300moru IncTH-
tyTy 300norii HAHY Ta Jlyrancbkoro npupojHOro 3anoBifHUKa 3iHCHUIN €KC-
neauuio B 3amaBy JiHms. Ii rOJOBHOIO METOI0 CTano OOCTEXEHHS 3aIlIaBHHUX
03ep, ONMMUTYBAHHS PE3UJICHTIB MPO KOJHIIHI 3HAXiJKA BUIY Ta OIliHKA TEPCIIEKTHUB
BiJTHOBJICHHS TTOMYJISAIiH BUAY y Oaceiini JiH1s.

J103BosIbTE BHUCIIOBUTH TO/ASKY BUKOHABIISIM ITPOEKTY 1 aBTOpaM LBOTO 3Be-
JICHHS 32 JeTaJbHE JIOCHIPKCHHS IPUPOAHOI icTopil xoxyni Ha J{iHui Ta y3aranb-
HEHHS YHIKaJIbHOT iH(opManii mpo TeMny peayKIii Moy s XoXyJli Ta MacuTa-
OM 3MiHM YMOB IXHBOTO iCHyBaHHs Ha JIiHIi.

Bonooumup Jomawnineyw, nauanonux i00iny meapunnozo ceimy Ynpasuinus
biopecypcie Minicmepcmea exonozii ma npupoonux pecypcie Ykpainu
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FOREWORD

Russian Desman is a relic of Ukrainian fauna. Abundant in the past, this
species has become one of the most rare mammals during few last decades. This
species was included into the Red Data Book of Ukraine as well as Appendix II of
the Bern Convention. Recommendation No. 48 of the Standing Committee of the
Bern Convention encourages the Range Sates to undertake proper measures for
protection and study of the species.

In spite of assigning the conservation status, introductions of this species in
new areas, reservation of some nature territories, and prohibition of some forms of
nature exploitation, the populations of Desmana have been continuously declined
in many regions. Today, it is difficulty to identify at least one safe Desman popula-
tion. Peripheral populations show especially negative processes and in the territory
of Ukraine in particular.

In Ukraine, the main habitat of the species is floodplain lakes the middle
flow of the Siversky Donets River and some adjacent areas of the river basin. Just
here, in the beginning of the 20" century, there were established the Desmanian
farm and the Lugansk Nature Reserve. However, no new information about Des-
man in the Donets has appeared_during last decades.

In 1998, the authors of that book has started the collection of the data on the
natural history of Desman in the Donets basin, including analysis of literature,
questioning of residents, and estimation of quality of recent Desman habitats. In
the year 2001, the scientists of Institute of Zoology and Lugansk Natural Reserve
had organised the expedition in the Donets floodplain. Its main goal was study of
floodplain lakes, questioning of residents about recent records of the species and
analysis of prospects on rehabilitation of Desman in the Donets Basin.

Let us thank the participants of the project and authors of this issue for de-
tailed study of natural history of Desmana in the Donets Basin and collection of
unique information on declining rate of Desmana population as well as changes of
Desman habitats in the Donets Basin.

Volodymyr Domashlinets, Head of Fauna Division, Department of bioresources,
Ministry of the Environment and Natural Resources of Ukraine



